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What They Fear
CPYRGHT LD ZASLAVSKY

AN Amerloan observer once ]okmgly re
marked that American businessmen greet
each other not with a “Héw do..you do?* but
with “How does Dow-Jdries do?* Dow-Fbhes
is an index :of.the rise and fall of stock- ex-
change shares,

v:iAmericans are weﬁ'ied by signs of reces-
sioﬂ“ by the ups-and downs of the economy.
But ‘certain elements  across ~the ocean’ are
#larmed by another thing—by the signs of the
expansion and development of the socialist
economy Here is an illustrative example, -

General Electric Co., one of the big Moman
T‘anerns advertise w1dely in, the magazines,

helr latest ad shows two young men; one of
them a giant, the other hardly reaching his
walst The caption under the first says: Th1rty
séverd thousand new engineers aré, regmred in
1955, while the caption under the short man
says: 21,500 new engineers were graduafed
in 1955. Qu1te a gap! The ad urges an increése
in the number -of technical-college students

and calls for donations to universities and.

colleges

The drop in the number.of technical college
graduates is not news, It began a few:-years
ago but had never caused any anxiety. In 1950,
American universities and colleges turned qut
nearly 50,000 engineers; in 1954, the number
was - shghtly over. 20,000, There are many
reéasons for that, The main one is that tuition
fees and private endowments play the leading
role in the budgets of American universities
and colleges. State aid is comparatively small.
Postwar inflation has swallowed up & consider-
able portion of the - endowments. Donatioris
have decreased, The deans of Ameritan univer-
sities could well ‘emulate  Varlaam in
‘Pushkin’s “Boris Godunov” as he moumﬁmlv
exclaims: :

f“Badly, my sons, badly! The Christians have now.
turned stingy; they. love their money; they hide the]r
monez ’They nge 11ttle 16 God g
N -

Fees are hlgh and pe‘ople of modest mieans
ﬁnd it increasingly difficult to afford a uni-
versity education.

In the United States that is not news ei-
ther and no one paid any attention to it. Then
the news broke that the Soviet Union was
trajining more. and more engineers and this
more than alarméd certain elements, it:almost
struck panic in their hearts, The Longd n Eco-
nomist said in January 1955 SR

‘Amerxcan ana]ysts are now worrled Iesfﬂ§oviet

output of highly sk1‘led technicians”
- And at about the.same time the Washmgton
cofrespondent of the Daily Telegraph and

Morning: Post wrote that there is®

“an * increasing fear [in the Umted States] that
Russia is overhauhng the Amerlcan lead in sclence

and technology.” , b
T 1

A thing like that cannot but surpnse Sov1et
people what’s wrong with training more ergi-
neers, they ask. But then’the bourgeois press
has every reason to be alarmed. The growirig
numbers of skilled technicians testify to-a ris-
ing cultural level. And conversely, stagnatmn
in ‘technical education' and reduction in the
number of specialists undergoing training in-
dicates cultural- decline, Im this respect the
prospects for the countries of the socialist
camp are bright, indeed, Whﬂe those of ‘the
capitalist countrles are dlm
S I

. The growth in the numbers of engineers be-
mg trained in the Soviet Union compared with
the United States has so amazed the U.S.
News and World Report that it decided to de-
vote a major part of its September. 16 issue to
this ques‘uon

“lts.editor,.David, Lawrence, is known as a
deadJy ogemg of (5{13 Sqyiet,, Umon and social-
ism—a pigheadéd and inflexible enemy, and
thereinlies.hig weakness.-,

.. For, Instagge, tor many years his magazine
has’ bgn tqugno 0, conyince Americans that
the .gapitalist system. is incomparably supe-
rior to socialism, that the latter is doomed to
collapsc,. that the Soviet. people can never
catch up gvith the level of culture in America.
In its attempts to please Wall Street the mag-
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ine has systematically deceived the Ameri-
n public. But in doing so, they have de-
ived themselves. That is why they are
barrassed every time facts force them to
kplain to readers something they had claimed
as impossible.

History repeated itself in the question of
gher technical education in the Soviet Union
d  the United States. Facts cannot be
bricealed. The scorn and arrogaice with
hich the American reactionaries have spok-
h of Soviet science and the university
ystem have again placed them in a ridicu-
bus position,

The U.S. News and World Report published
d4 long interview with Professor Homer Dodge
dnd his son Norton on their return from the
$oviet Union where they had spent a year
fmiliarizing themselves with universitics and
1\1@ educational system. They were well re-
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eived in the Soviet Union and saw all they
had wanted to sce.

Professor Dodge and his son confirmed that
{here were more students in technical colleges
{h the Soviet Union than in the United States.
[he cditors of the magazine tried to console
hemselves by presuming that the level of
Lducation in a socialist country was lower
han in a capitalist country, so they put a lead-
ng question to the Dodges. The reply, how-
bver, was anything but consoling: not lower,
hnd in certain respects even higher.

No one can accuse Dodge the father and
Dodge the son of having acquired pro-Com-
unist sympathics and forsaken their bourge-
bis beliels. No, even after their stay in the
Soviet Union the Dodges remained faithful to
their political and philosophical views, but
they spoke with respect of the Soviet people
although they saw things they did not like
ond criticized, for instance, our housebuilding.
The magazine then tried another bait. low
does higher education affect Soviet young men
and women? Dom’t. they become less reliable
and don’t they oppose the socialist system?
But these questions too, strange as they may
seern to any more or less sober-minded person,
did not bring the replics the cditors cxpected.
The Dodges proved disappointing. No, they
said, university graduales do not furn away
from communistl. On the contrary, Soviet stu-
dents are utterly devoted to communism. Yes,

ges appeared slightly disappointed about this,
but a lact is a fact. 'Higher education, and
theorelical education gencrally, does not run
counter to the socialist outlook, in fact, it fully
accords with it.

And so it turncd out that one of the most
reactionary American magazines, perhaps for
the first time, gave a positive picture of So-
viet life, That, of course, is very good. Un-
fortunately, however, it does not mean that
the magazine has decided to forsake cold war
methods, On the contrary, David Lawrence
remains one of its most ardent expornents. He
featured the Dodge interview with the express
surpose of alarming the American moneybags:
see how dangerous the Soviet Union is: it
trains considerably more young engineers
than the United States! To arms, gentle-
men!

The editors of the U.S. News were well
aware that the picture of peaceful progress
in the Soviet Union would impress the public
at large differently and would lead them to
different conclusions. For that rcason they
came out with an “antidote”—an article by
such an authority on cducation as Allen Dul-
les, director of the United States Central Intel-
ligence Agency. To cotinterbalance the Dodge
interview, the magazine published excerpts
from Allen Dulles’s address to Columbia Uni-
versity students in June.

Now Allen Dulles is not a novice in certain
aspects of education: he directs a network of
espionage schools in Western [Lurope. But one
must agree that this is not sufficient to enable
him to judge higher education in the Soviet
Union, or in any other country. But then Da-
vid Lawrence and his friends were not at all
disturbed by that. Allen Dulles’s article ap-
peared under the sensational headline: “Educa-
tion in Russia May Defeat Comminists.”

Why? ' ‘

The answer is too ridiculous for words.
Allen Dulles does not trust educated people
either in the United States or in the Soviet
Union. To him cducation is a plague. So he
warns the Soviet people: If you want to exist
longer, redice the number of educated people.

Alter that, one would think that Allen Dul-
les, as an cnemy of comimunism, should be
glad that the number of educated people is

they arc all “indoctrinated” with Marxism- growing in the Soviet Union. Yet he is
Leninism and are absolutely sincere. The Dod- alarmed. e is panicsstricken by every
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achievement in socialist construction, by every
victory won by communism,

The article is full of trash. Here is one of
the gems of his police wisdom. Marxism, he
says, has not justified itself in agriculture
because “Marx was not much of a farmer.” It
was because of this that the Soviet people
turned away from Marx and went to study
farming methods... in lowa.

Allen Dulles cannot be called naive, He is
rather one of those who, while lacking a sense
of humour, possess the gift of making their
readers and listeners laugh.

One would think that Allen Dulles should
wait patiently for educated people in the Soviet
Union to “defeat socialism.” He is too impa-
.tient, however. His espionage schools devote
quite a bit of time to anti-Communist studies.
Some of the would-be overthrowers of com-
munism graduating from these schools broad-
cast over the Voice of America.

This is what one of them said on Octo-
ber 16:

“If, as Engels says, dialectic philosophy
sees the sign of inevitable decline on every-
thing and in everything then it is obvious that
Communist rule will fall as a result, as Eng-
els says, of constant emergence and destruc-
tion....”

We would like to ask this orator where En-
gels said that and when, and whether he knew
who Engels was,

The reply would probably be: “Oh, lay off!
We haven’t studied that.”

It is significant that the enemies of com-
munism can no longer ignore the theory and
practice of socialist construction, They tried
to do so and failed. But the weapon with
which the “deniers” of Marxism have now
armed themselves is no better. It is the old
ideological cudgel of the remote past. Certain
leading American reactionarics, it seems, are
beginning to understand this and perhaps that
is why_David Lawrence and Allen Dulles are
so afraid of the development of higher educa-
tion in the Soviet Union.

~INTERNATIO

SEURHE Moon
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ceYReHT
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Would you like to buy a picce of the moon?
[f you don’t think it’s a hoax, apply to Mr.
obert Coles, founder and president of the In-
erplanetary Dcevelopment Corporation.  Ad-

ompany has alrcady found 4,500 buyers. |

In return for one dollar Mr. Coles will Sell
ou a deed for a one-acre plot. And you won'’t
have to scour the planct to find your property.
r. Coles gives its exact location: the land lies
in the Copernicus crater in the moon’s north-
east quadrant.

The buyer also reccives the hunting, fishing
and winter sports rights near his plot, In addi-
tion, he is gives”a brochure describing the
beatities of the moon, and a map that enables
the purchaser to find and admire his lunar es-
tate through a teclescope. The buyer, then,
might feel quite assured that he had made a
wandering ar‘qni:iﬁrm-__if it were nat for one

dress: Glen Cove, Long Island, New York. The |

22

serious defect: Interplanctary Development
Corporation does not, so far, provide trans-
portation to the moon.

We have not invented all this; it has been
the talk of the world press. Mr. Coles, former
chairman of a planctarium in New York, is re-
ported to have filed with the City Clerk at Glen -
Cove, Long Island, aclaim for theentire moon.
He explained to the perplexed official that he
had made a long study of the moon and that
he intended to go there soon as a member of
an interplanectary expedition. No one had.
claimed land rights on the moon before, so he
was doing so now.

But it appears that another lunar realtor had -
got in before him. Mr. Harry Hall, Florida,
came forward ‘and declared that he had filed
his claim long before Coles and was sclling”
plots at a much cheaper rate.

That Coles and IMall have decided to grab
the moon and sell it piecemeal—and have:
even found buyers in the United States—is of
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